
Learning across the UK: a review of public health systems and policy 
approaches to early child development since political devolution

May 2019

Michelle Black, Amy Barnes, Susan Baxter, Claire Beynon, Mark Clowes, Mary Dallat, 
Alisha R. Davies, Andrew Furber, Elizabeth Goyder, Catherine Jeffery, Evangelos I. 
Kritsotakis, Mark Strong



Public health systems and policy

• Part of a wider UK partnership project

• Topic agreed by workshop as relevant to all 4 
nations –particularly inequalities

• Giving children the best start in life is critical for 
their future health and wellbeing

• Political devolution provides a natural 
experiment to explore how public health 
systems contribute to children’s early 
developmental outcomes

An introduction to the project



• A systematic literature review and input 
from a stakeholder group was used to 
develop a public health systems framework

• This framework then informed analysis of 
public health policy approaches to early 
child development

Process: two steps

Public health systems and policy





Public Health 
community desire to 
better understand 
how policy and the 
public health system 
contribute to 
children’s early 
developmental 
outcomes, so as to 
reflect on how to 
effect change

Review of Literature- purpose

Public health systems and policy



• Studies or documents relating to policy 
and system approaches to address 
development in children up to 7 years in 
4 nations/UK since devolution (1999)

• Including: policies, interventions, 
indicators and outcomes that contribute 
to supporting child development in the 
early years

• Outcomes were defined as any population 
level health and wellbeing outcomes

Inclusion Criteria
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PRISMA Flow Chart
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Results of the Review of Literature 
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Results cont.

Public health systems and policy

• “The devolved countries face challenges 
in tackling determinants, as there are 
limits to the extent of devolution in the 
areas of welfare provision, employment 
support and macroeconomics. This 
hinders their ability to redress poverty, 
one of the main influencing factors for 
children’s outcomes across the life 
course.”



Public health systems and policy

• Published in the Journal of 
Public Health

Publication 
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